So you want to be President of the United States!
Abstract for a Cross-Curricular Technology Learning Activity

Presented by Dr. Shelly Meyers, Principal

Mrs. Luann Amodeo, Media Specialist

William H. Ross School

Margate City, NJ 08402

	Grade Levels
	4 (can be adapted for any grade level and a variety of abilities)

	Estimated Timeframe
	Ten 40 minute classes 

	New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards Addressed
	Standard and Strand(s)

	Technology Literacy


	8.1 Computer and Information Literacy – Strands A, B

8.2 Technology Education – Strand A

	Language Arts Literacy
	3.1 Reading – Strands A, E, H

3.2 Writing – Strands A, B, D

3.4 Listening – Strands A, B

3.5 Viewing and Media Literacy – Strands A, B

	Social Studies
	6.1 Social Studies Skills – Strand A
6.2 Civics – Strand A, B, C, D

6.5 Economics – Strand B.1

6.6 Geography – Strand B.4

	Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills
	9.1 Career and Technical Education – Strand A, B
9.2 Consumer, Family, and Life Skills – Strand A, B, C, D


	Additional Compliance
	

	National Educational Technology Standards for Students
	1. Basic operations and concepts
2. Social, ethical, and human issues

3. Technology productivity tools

4. Technology communications tool

5. Technology research tools

6. Technology problem solving and decision-making tools


	Overview
	

	
	A cross curricular technology project for multiple intelligences, students will learn 21st Century technology skills while researching the office of the United States President, interactively becoming President for a day, and word processing a personal narrative in response to a writing prompt based on their presidential experience.


	Objectives 
	In a technology based learning environment students will

	
	· Use higher order critical thinking skills to research, comprehend, analyze, and evaluate the Office of the United States President
· Interactively be the United States President for a Day and publish their experience as headlined on the front page of “The Independent News”

· Synthesize their presidential experience while responding to a writing prompt

· Learn to use an “authoring tool” to write a personal narrative describing their presidential experience using the Five Step Writing Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing)
· Learn to create and maintain an electronic and manila portfolio of this project

· Learn to access age and content appropriate websites for academic assistance

· Learn about good character traits
· Learn to brainstorm, organize, and complete a writing prompt for standardized testing


	Materials
	

	
	· Access to the Internet and an authoring tool (Microsoft Word is recommended.)
· Access to an online video streaming service (United Streaming is recommended.)
· Projection device and screen (LCD connected to the teacher workstation is recommended)
· Manila folders for students portfolios


	Activities
	

	
	· Teacher will serve as technology facilitator, instructor, and project editor.

	
	· Students of all abilities will work independently to complete this assignment. This project can be easily modified for students with learning disabilities.


	Assessment
	Teacher will 

	
	· Monitor students use of technology for proficiency in basic operations, responsible and productive use of hardware and software, and use of electronic resources to research and collect information for this specific task
· Review students’ portfolios for proficiency in the use of the Five Step Writing process
· Edit students’ writing

· Grade personal narrative using a rubric (scale 1 to 4 - novice, apprentice, proficient, distinguished) 


	Assessment
	Students will

	
	· Peer edit personal narratives

· Act on comments for improvement of writing

· Evaluate hardest step(s) of the project for personalized instruction 
· Communicate above to parents/guardians using a downloaded letter template 


