EUGENE A. TIGHE MIDDLE SCHOOL[image: ]
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October 16, 2019

Curriculum and Instruction
New Jersey Student Learning Assessment results were mailed out to parents on Friday 9/13. If you have not received the Student Individual Score Report, please contact the school, 609-822-2353 ext 100. We have added a direct link to Curriculum and Instruction on our website, margateschools.org, where you can find more information about district results, our 2019-20 assessment calendar, and resources for parents regarding state testing. 

Stopit App
The school district is introducing a new app, Stopit App. This allows for reporting of incidents to school officials. Reports can be done anonymously, if you or your child chooses to remain anonymous. We are hopeful this app provides an open line of communication between students, families and school officials. You can download the Stopit App from your app store. The school access code for Tighe School is TigheMiddle.

Involving the Uninvolved
This year we have a school initiative to intentionally involve the uninvolved student. We need your help in encouraging students to get involved in clubs and activities here at school. Studies show the more involved a student is in extracurricular activities the more engaged they are in the classroom. Students will be getting a short survey about their involvement in past school activities. 

E. A. Tighe Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society – Application Deadlines
Seventh grade students and new eighth grade students with a 93% average in major subjects from last school year are invited to apply for membership in our National Junior Honor Society this fall. Teacher recommendations are due by September 25, and all other items must be completed and returned to Mrs. Drexler September 27 by 3 p.m. Students are encouraged to submit items early to avoid missing the deadline, as no exceptions will be made including absence from school. Please contact one of the advisors if you have questions.

Titan Harry Potter - Kick-Off Rally - Tuesday, October 2 
Titan Harry Potter is our positive school climate and character education program for this year.  Students will participate in a special program on this date and the school will follow a long p.m. assembly schedule.  


Weekly Wednesday Folder – Electronic Communications
Please look for the weekly Wednesday folder in your email as a pdf. Only certain items (i.e. report cards, permission slips) will be sent home in print format.

Attendance Notifications Through Automated Communication Software
Parents or guardians of students absent from school will receive an automated phone message at approximately 9 a.m. to confirm the absence. This will assist in ensuring students are safe and accounted for each day, while reminding parents and guardians to send in a note upon their child’s return to school. Please disregard the message if you already notified the school.

Cell Phones, Locks for Lockers and Bikes, Helmet Safety
Please remind your child that cell phones should be off and stored in their lockers during the school day. Cell phones out during school hours will be confiscated and turned in to the main office. It is also recommended that your child use a lock on their locker, as they risk valuable items being lost or stolen if left unsecured. If your child rides a bike to school, please enforce the use of bike helmets and have them utilize a bike lock to keep their property protected.

Dogs on School Property
Please refrain from walking your pets on the schoolyard during student arrival and dismissal times. Dogs are not permitted on school property. Although we understand the value of family pets, staff cannot allow pets around the students. Thank you for your understanding.

Lunch Purchases
If your child wishes to buy lunch, please send money with your child that day. Also, your child will need to indicate which lunch option they will be purchasing: the regular hot lunch or ala carte specials (see your menus). Lunchtimes will vary slightly on days that we have assemblies, so please check our calendar if you need to know which schedule we are following.

Parent/Guardian Portal at www.oncourseconnect.com
All parents and guardians can assist their children by frequently checking the portal for updates regarding assignments, grades, attendance, and class activities. This practice can help build valuable organizational skills for your child as you help get them prepared for each day of school. Your child has his or her own username and password. Parents and guardians also received their own username that will allow them to select a password and view all their children's information from one site. If you have any problem logging in, please contact our office immediately so we can assist you.

Student Email Accounts
All Tighe School students will be provided active email accounts through the Margate School District Google Apps for Education platform. This feature enables our students' use of practical online communication tools and assists them with their Oncourse portal access. All accounts are filtered and monitored as part of our Acceptable Use Agreement and mandatory CIPA regulations. Students will receive instruction on using their email accounts through classroom activities.  

Other Important Dates:
September 30:		NO SCHOOL – Rosh Hashanah (NO HW or ASSESSMENTS Due 10/1)			
October 2:		12:45 dismissal for students 	
October 3:		District BBQ – 5:30-7 p.m.
October 4:		8th Grade High School Information Assembly(Parents Invited)
Week of October 7:	Week of Respect 
October 7 & 8:		Play Auditions
October 8:		Picture Day
October 9: 		NO School Yom Kippur (No Homework or Assessments Due 10/10)
Week of October 21:	School Violence Awareness Week
October 27 (Sun):	Student Council Pancake Breakfast – 8:30-11:00
October 29: 		National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony 7:00 pm

Reminders:
First Marking Period Interim Progress Reports - Parents/guardians should check the online portal on October 22 - if you do not have access to the Internet, please contact the main office for a printed copy.
Parent Teacher Conferences - Wednesday, November 13 from 6-8 p.m., Thursday, November 14 and Friday, November 15 from 1:30-3:00 p.m. (early dismissal for students all three days).
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